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Respecting the culture and religion of countries we are looking at whilst we find out more about them.
Cyber – how do we treat others, as well as ourselves, online and through technology.
Music
Exploring music from the country we are studying and composing short pieces.
Other learning opportunities
This term we also have the opportunity to carry on with the Bikeability scheme, giving the children more Physical Education opportunities.
We hope to organise a visit to Nanquidno farm for creative writing opportunities and to revisit our ancient civilisation work from previous years.
We have book week in March when we plan to organise reading groups with other year groups.
Closer to Easter we hope to take part in an ‘Easter Church Experience’ at the church.
There are, once again, sporting fixtures in hockey, High 5s and cross country.
Art/DT
We will be looking at art from around the world.  Finding out about the materials they use and the stories art tell.
Can we recreate any art from these countries?

Designing a t-shirt: we are going to choose our favourite stories and create a t-shirt in homage to them, which may help more people may choose to read them.
On the front will our own version of the book front cover, and on the back will be a review or blurb written by ourselves.
PE
Dance remains on Thursday and swimming will still take place on Fridays.
PE/Games lessons will now be taught in a single year group by Miss Rowe.
We will explore team games and tactics as well as our own body movements and balances in gymnastics.
Humanities
Each child is working with a partner and doing research about a given country.  Over the half term they will start off by gathering facts they may already know about the country, and over the weeks they will add to this knowledge.  We will use a range of non-fiction books and iPads to help us with our research.  Our research will culminate in a final project, which the children will present in their own style and choosing.  For example, we have discussed the possibilities of making a Keynote presentation, iMovie documentary, booklets and leaflets, posters and models.

Geography
Children will research a range of geography information of their choosing.  They may wish to find population trends of their country and investigate why the population may change.  They may wish to study climate and see how that may affect the animals that live there.  They may wish to look at mountain ranges, forests or anything else.

History
Again, children will look at different historical events which have occurred in their country of study.  After collecting several significant events, they will then choose one to study in depth to form part of their presentation.  


Science
Animals, including humans.
Explore the structure of the heart & lungs. The double circulation through the lungs & the rest of the body is explained & children learn more about blood! How does exercise affect pulse rate? Why is exercise good for us & what can harm the heart & lungs?

Week 1 – The heart and double circulation.
Week 2 – The lungs and blood.
Week 3 – Healthy bodies and staying active. 
Week 4 – Rising stars test.
Maths
See Abacus for more detailed planning.
Week 1: 7 digit numbers – writing them, mental subtracting and addition, rounding, multiplying by 10, 100 and 1000.
Week 2: decimals, percentages and their equivalence, multiplying fractions, ratios.
Week 3: number and place value, mental and written multiplication and division, problem reasoning and algebra.
Week 4: problem reasoning and algebra, geometry: properties of shape.
Week 5: mental addition and subtraction, problem reasoning and algebra, written addition and subtraction, place value.
English
This term sees us looking at ‘Awesome Authors and Perfect Poets’.  It is a chance to be more creative after the non-fiction based work from last term.
Our end goal is to produce a series of short stories worthy for publication.  We have looked into the possibility of publishing our own works after visits from authors last year.
We will begin the term by looking at JK Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone and Frances Burnett’s The Secret Garden, both by female authors but 100 years apart.  We will look at how both authors begin their stories with the introduction of characters.  We will use this model, re-write the openings and then use them to emulate the style of Rowling and Burnett by writing our own openings in their style.  We will use ‘Story Ideas’ on the iPads to help us with this.
We will use our Mappix targets and goals to help us plan, edit and draft our work.  
Using JK Rowling and Burnett’s work as a start point, we will then go on to look at our own favourite authors and see how their writing style can affect our own.  Along the way we will look at how our favourite authors use punctuation and how we can use it in our own writing.
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This term we will also be experimenting with iBooks. I have created an iBook for both literacy and numeracy week by week.  This has allowed children to have a constant reminder in front of them of the lesson’s objectives and expectations.  It also has helpful hyperlinks to websites, work and games which has allowed children to take a more independent line of enquiry in their own work and has allowed them to differentiate their work and outcomes whilst all making progress achieving objectives.
