
Please check the key dates below
for upcoming events.  New dates
may be added across the term so

please check our lines of
communication when notified.

Welcome to our latest newsletter. 

It has been a little while since our previous edition and I
would like to apologise for the gap. 
The past term has been extremely busy, with a wide range
of events taking place alongside our transition to joining
Truro and Penwith Academy Trust (TPAT). While much of
this work has taken place behind the scenes, it marks an
exciting step forward for St Buryan Academy and will
bring increased collaboration, expertise and opportunity
for our pupils, while maintaining the strong identity and
values of our school.

We are delighted that our current attendance stands at
96.4%, which is well above the national average. Thank
you for continuing to prioritise attendance — being in
school every day truly makes a significant difference to
children’s progress, wellbeing and confidence.

A key focus in this edition is reading. 
You will find information about our upcoming World
Book Day celebrations, including the Book in a Jar
competition, alongside guidance on supporting reading
at home and our work on developing reading fluency.
Our “20 is Plenty” message reinforces the importance of
children reading for at least 20 minutes each day, as
regular reading greatly improves vocabulary, imagination,
academic achievement and overall success across the
curriculum. 

We are also celebrating many successes from the Spring
term and sharing updates about our curriculum, music
lessons, volunteering opportunities and important dates
for the months ahead.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support — it
makes a real difference.

With best wishes,
Mr McDonald
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Supporting Mental Health
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INSET DAYS 25/26
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WORLDWORLDBOOK DAYBOOK DAY
at 

St Buryan Academy

Plus...
B o o k  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i l  a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l

B o o k   c h a r a c t e r  r i d d l e s

S h a r e  a  s t o r y  s e s s i o n s

   B o o k  i n  a  j a r  c o m p e t i t i o n    

Thursday 5th March 2026

Bedtime stories
C o m e  d r e s s e d  i n  y o u r  p y j a m a s  a n d  b r i n g  y o u r

f a v o u r i t e  b e d t i m e  s t o r y  t o  s h a r e .   S t a f f  w i l l  s h a r e
s t o r i e s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y  i n  o u r
l i b r a r y ,  w h e r e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  a  c o o k i e !









So many booksso little time
THE POWER OF WORDS

child a reads...
-10 minutes each day
-1,800 minutes per school year
-900,000 words per year

not including all of the ‘extra’ reading they do subconsciously

increased chance of reading for pleasure
increased chance of achieving the top ten 10%of tests
increased imagination and creativity
increased vocabulary
increased likelihood in achieving well across the curriculum

child b reads...
-5 minutes each day
-900 minutes per school year
-450,000 words per year

not including all of the ‘extra’ reading they do subconsciously

more chance of reading for pleasure
more chance of achieving the top ten 10%of tests
more imagination and creativity
more vocabulary
more likelihood in achieving well across the curriculum

child c reads...
-1 minute each day
-180 minutes per school year
-less access to words and their
meaning
not including all of the ‘extra’ reading they do subconsciously

less chance of reading for pleasure
less chance of thinking independently
less imagination and creativity
less vocabulary

At St Buryan Academy we believe that every child is a reader and has the potential to be a book enthusiast; if they aren’t then it’s because
they haven’t heard the right story or read the right book yet.  They may find pleasure in stories or prefer to read non-fiction, factual

books.
Reading a lot doesn’t always mean we are great readers or find it easy; likewise, reading a little doesn’t mean someone struggles with

reading.
It is our ambition to help our children develop a love for reading and give them access to a wide range of texts to develop this.

Evidence suggests that reading improves well-being, understanding of the world, general knoweldge, imagination and creativity and much,
much more.



How to support 
your child with reading
QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR

CHILD WHEN LISTENING TO THEM READ

TIPS FOR LISTENING TO YOUR CHILD READ
Be patient! Sometimes we are too quick to jump in and read a word for a child.  They may be decoding it in their head before they say it out

loud.
Promote a love for reading - make it fun and a family activity.  Maybe the whole family could read for 10 minutes at the same time.

It doesn’t always have to be a book.  Comics or magazines involve reading too, so do instructions or recipes.

Remember, children love listening to adults read too.  So share stories with them, do silly voices and enjoy that time together.  If there’s no
time, audiobooks are great to listen to as well!

A child is never too old to listen to stories!

Before they start a new book...

Why have you chosen this book to read?
What does the front cover tell you?
What do you think might happen in this book?
Do you think you have read any books similar to this one before?

Whilst your child is reading the book...

Can you tell me what has happened in the book so far?
What do you think will happen next?

Who is your favourite and least favourite character and why?
Have you learnt any new words or do you want to find out the meaning of any?

Would you have done anything differently than the main character has?
What do you think might happen next and why?

So far, what has been your favourite bit and why?
Can you describe the setting for me?After your child has reading the book...

What was your favourite part of the book and why?
Who was your favourite character and why?
Did you learn anything from this book?  This could be a fact or a morale. 
Did the book end how you thought it would?
Would you change the ending in any way?
Was their a problem in the book?  Was it resolved?
Would you recommend this book to a friend?
Vocabulary:
What does this word mean?
Which word tells you that...?
Which word choice could you improve?
Infer:
What do you think the character was thinking when this happened?
How do these words make the reader feel?
What might these characters sound like and why?
Predict:
From what you have read so far, what do you think will happen next?
Looking at the picture, what do you think will happen?
Do you think the setting impacts the story?

Explain:
Why do you think the character’s mood changes?
Why do you think the text is laid out like this (good for poems or non-fiction)?
How does the author engage the reader?

Retrieve:
What can you learn from this section?
Give an example of...?
Any question which is directly about the text.

Summarise:
What happened after (something else that happened in the book)?
In a sentence, can you summarise the opening/middle/end of the book?
What was the first main event of the story?
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HOLISTIC
DEVELOPMENT

PERSONALIZED
EDUCATION

STEM AND
CREATIVITY

INNOVATIVE LEARNING
APPROACHES

GLOBAL
AWARENESS

COMMUNITY AND
SERVICE

We integrate academic excellence with
social, emotional, and physical well-being,
ensuring students grow as well-rounded
individuals

Through tailored instruction, adapted support,
and flexible groupings, we meet students where
they are, helping them reach their full potential

We include STEM education alongside arts and
humanities, promoting critical thinking, creativity,
and innovation. Our students are not just
learners but creators and problem-solvers

We embrace a blend of traditional and modern
teaching methods, from hands-on projects and
inquiry-based learning to digital literacy and
interactive technologies

Our curriculum includes multicultural studies,
foreign languages, and topical learning,
encouraging global citizenship and cultural
empathy

Learning extends beyond the classroom through
trips, community service projects and
partnerships. These experiences teach our
students about empathy and responsibility

ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT
AND GROWTH

Our curriculum incorporates environmental
education, teaching students about
sustainability, conservation, and the importance
of caring for our planet

Progress is monitored through a combination of
formative and summative assessments,
portfolios, and reflections, allowing for
continuous feedback and growth

Merry Maidens

Autumn Term
Under the Sea:
Join us as we dive into our
learning, finding out about what
lives in the deep blue which
surrounds us and how they survive!

Spring Term
The Great Fire of London:
We learn about how the Great Fire
of London started and how it was
stopped. We learn about the
impact it had on London and
England through the diary of 
Samuel Pepys.

Summer term
Famous Figures: 
We learn about inspirational
people, their achievements and
what impact they have had on the
world.

Shaping Bright Futures: An Overview of Our Innovative Curriculum

Boscawen - Un and Tregeseal

Autumn Term
Frozen Kingdom:
We learn about Shackleton’s Artic expedition, how it was
ground-breaking and the sacrifices made. 
We will study the similarities and differences between
various Polar Regions whilst carrying out map studies.

Spring Term
Stone Age to Iron Age:
We learn about the people who came before us, their
settlements and lives - as well as the impact that they had on
our lives today.  We look at these ancient civilizations as
historians and geographers - we will even visit some
settlements that are amongst us!

Summer term
Romans:
We look at the significant impact the Romans had on how we
live our lives today in an historical study.

At St Buryan Academy, our Year 3/4 and Year
5/6 classes often combine their learning in the
afternoons. 

This means that both groups follow the same
overall topics, but at a level that’s right for
their age. By doing this, we make sure that all
children get the chance to cover the full
curriculum in a way that is engaging and age-
appropriate, while also making the most of
opportunities to learn together. 

It allows teachers to plan rich, creative lessons
that build on children’s skills year by year,
ensuring no learning is missed and that every
child continues to be challenged and supported.



2025/26 INSETS:

Monday 1st September 2025
Monday 20th October, Tuesday 21st October, Wednesday 22nd October, Thursday 23rd
October, Friday 24th October 2025
Monday 26th January 2026
Friday 24th July  2026

2025/26 INSET DAYS
FIRST DAY OF 2025/26 SCHOOL YEAR
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Volunteers
NEEDEDNEEDED

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL

We need help with:
You can support your local
school and children of the

community by volunteering at
St Buryan Primary School.  We
are looking for volunteers that
would like to support children’s

reading and help with our
forest school sessions.

If you may be interested, then
get in touch for more

information!

Volunteer readers

Forest School 

Tots and Tiddlers

School clean

After School Clubs

Look out for an upcoming forms or contact Mr McDonald
on head@stburyanacademy.org for more information





Contact
Information

Unplanned absence and illness

St Buryan Academy

General Enquiries

Pre-planned absence

Mr McDonald - head@stburyanacademy.org
Mrs Care - secretary@stburyanacademy.org

Mr McDonald - head@stburyanacademy.org and fill in a
Leave of Absence form available on our website

Please phone by 9.00am on the morning of the absence
If no answer, please email head@stburyanacademy.org

Safeguarding

Special Educational Needs

Teacher Meetings

Office Hours

Mr McDonald (Designated Safeguarding Lead) - head@stburyanacademy.org
Mrs Helen Ayotte (Deputy DSL) - hayotte@stburyanacademy.org
safeguarding@stburyanacademy.org

Mrs Ayotte (SENCo) - hayotte@stburyanacademy.org

Please see ‘Meet our Staff’ page under ‘Our School’ on our website

Please note that our Reception hours are 8.30am-1.30pm Monday to
Thursday term time only.  Phone lines are still accessible but please
aim to use one of the above contacts in the first instance outside of
these hours - thank you.

In the event of needing to contact the school out of these hours, please
use the relevant above contact and phone in emergency only.

TEL: 01736 810480 WWW.STBURYANACADEMY.ORG

IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE LATE FOR PICK-UP, STAFF WILL SUPERVISE YOUR CHILD
UNTIL 3.30PM - AFTER THIS TIME THEY WILL BE SENT TO AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB,
WHICH MAY INCUR A CHARGE IN LINE WITH OUR WRAP-AROUND CARE FEES.


