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Key Dates
Please check the school calendar through
our website regularly - more dates will
be added as the term goes on

Please check the key dates below
for upcoming events.  New dates
may be added across the term so

please check our lines of
communication when notified.

Welcome to our latest fortnightly newsletter!

In this week’s newsletter we will outline some events next week,
cover some of what has occurred over the last week and some
other things to look out for in the newsletter!

Starting with next week... 
We are really looking forward to welcoming you into school for our
parental meetings.  Please make sure that you are on time for these
as teachers will have a lot to get through and have a busy week
ahead! If you have not yet signed up, please get in touch with your
child’s teacher to organise a time and date.
Please note that there will be no teacher-led clubs on Monday and
Friday next week!

On Monday, some members form the Aspens team will be in the hall
from 3.00pm-4.00pm to meet with parents regarding the ordering
app service which will launch after half term.  This will ease ordering
in the mornings during registration time, saving time in our school
day.  It also means that if your child is at a morning appointment,
you can order a meal for your child without having to phone in.  
Importantly, it means that you can select your child’s meal each day
to help ensure that they are getting a broad and balanced,
nutritious school lunch across the week.
Aspens will also be doing samples of their menu, allowing you to try
some of the food we offer the children - so please do join us from
3pm in the hall on Monday.

On Tuesday 22nd we will be welcoming Healthy Cornwall into
school; they’ll be talking to each class about healthy diets, nutrition
and other hygiene related topics.

Well done to our hockey team who competed superbly in the
hockey league this week, despite some players missing!  They just
lost to St Ives and Mousehole, losing 1-0 in each fixture, but
managed a draw against Ludgvan.  The team showed great
teamwork, desire and skill too!  Well done all on representing our
school superbly and doing us proud!

Lastly, our attendance is lower than our target of 97%!  It currently is
at 94%, which is below the current National Average and low for
this early in the school year, so please do support us with this.  More
information on attendance can be found on the Attendance page
under ‘Parents’ on our website.

Have a great weekend
Mr McDonald and all at St Buryan Academy

BELIEVE, ACHIEVE, ASPIRE

www.stburyanacademy.com
secretary@stburyanacademy.org
Tel: 01736 810480

In this edition...
Welcome and what’s to come next week

Oracy focus
2024/25 Key Dates

Menus - Week 2
What parents need to know about

Horror Films
Fire Safety

INSET DAYS 24/25
Sept 3rd and 4th 2024

June 6th 2025
July 21st, 22nd, 23rd



SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
This week we are looking at the priority of further developing oracy.

priority 1Evolution
To continue to develop oracy throughout the school
in all curriculum areas and ensure that it is
embedded across all age phases.

This priority remains from last year as a longer term focus.  The importance of developing
oracy skills in education is a national focus currently, particularly as our young people are
still impacted by the effects of the pandemic and the knock-on effect that has had on
early developmental skills.

The last two weeks I have been visiting lessons across the school to see how our school
priorities are being implemented in the classroom, with a particular focus on oracy.  It
has been great to see the rapid, positive impact of some strategies which have been
implemented.
Developing oracy enables our children to become more eloquent in how they speak to
one another and adults, both in terms of reasoning their learning and thought, as well as
in conversation.

We have worked on an ‘A,B,C’ concept of late, where children ‘agree, build and challenge’
on thought in a structured way.  This allows them to propose considerate ways of talk
when putting an idea forward, agreeing with somebody or when offering a different
opinion.  It helps provide scaffolded phrases to support thought and allow children to
structure sentences in order to best explain or justify their talk.
I was blown away by some of the sophisticated dialogue taking place in classrooms and
some of the vocabulary children were using.

Below, we have put together this little ‘go-to’ guide that may help you support this
priority and focus at home, as well as provide more understanding into what it means.



Developing our children’s oracy skills is one of our school priorities for 2023/24.  Oracy is
all about how children talk, communicate and reason their thoughts, opinions or thinking.  It
is about stretching their vocabulary and understanding of being good speakers, listeners and
communicators. 

Read to your child

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT US WITH DEVELOPING ORACYHOW YOU CAN SUPPORT US WITH DEVELOPING ORACY

WHAT YOU CAN DO AT HOME:
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Record video diaries

Play word games

Talk about their day

Go on a walk

Ask about their feelings

We always ask our children to read to us, but they love hearing others read
too; that’s why reading plays an important role in our curriculum.  Reading aloud
to your child, well beyond the age they can read for themselves, combines the
benefits of talking, listening and storytelling within one activity that helps
children build their vocabulary, learn to express their thoughts, and
understand the structure of language - plus it’s good family time!

As adults we can naturally assume how children are feeling about something, or
even influence their own emotions and feelings about certain things.  It is
incredibly important for us all to be emotionally literate and explain our
feelings about a circumstance; whether they be positive or negative.  Giving
our children the vocabulary, time and voice to reason their thinking is so
important.  It requires us using correct vocabulary and being patient in
response; plus talking like this and our children understanding that their voice
is valued can be so healthy for well-being.

Many children love watching themselves back - some even aspire to be
on television or YouTube stars!  Getting them to record a video diary
of their day, reading a book, acting or of a special occasion is a great
way for them to practise speech, explanations or think about their
word choices.  They can watch it back with you and see what edits
they’d make next time as well as think about what they did well!

We all ask the question, “What did you do today?” or “How was your day?” and we
generally all get the same response: “Nothing.” or “Okay.”
How about asking what the best bit of their day was, funniest moment or what
were they proud of from the day.

Playing word games at home, in the car or wherever else can be such
an effective way to develop vocabulary, speech and confidence.  We
all know Eye Spy, but 20 questions or Guess who? are great too, as
are Scrabble, Scattergories and Boggle as they get older.

Walking is obviously a great way to exercise and get fresh air, but it is a great
way to talk about your senses too: What do you see/hear/feel/smell or even
taste?  This could even progress by linking these senses to metaphors or similes.

https://www.theschoolrun.com/reasons-to-read-bedtime-stories
https://www.theschoolrun.com/reasons-to-read-bedtime-stories
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M
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Designated Safeguarding Lead
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M
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Business and Adm
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y.org

M
rs. Joanna Kw

iatkow
ska

SENCo

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
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stburyanacadem
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Please note that dates are subject to

change and m
ore m

ay be added across

the course of the year.

PE every Tuesday

Sw
im

m
ing every Thursday m

orning
(children m

ay com
e to school in PE kits these days) 

5th - First Day back!

20th - Fitness Day

25th - Outdoor Learning

Day

Black History M
onth

4th - W
orld Anim

al Day

9th - Stay Safe W
orkshop

10th - W
orld M

ental Health Day

21st-25th - Parent M
eetings

22nd - Healthy Cornw
all W

orkshops

28th-1st Nov Half Term

29th-3rd Nov - Diw
ali

Diw
ali

11th - Arm
istice Day

13th-17th Anti Bullying W
eek

14th - Open

Afternoon/Learning

together

16th - Christm
as perform

ances

dress rehearsal

17th - Christm
as Dinner

18th - M
orning Christm

as Show

19th - Evening Christm
as Show

20th - Christm
as Paryy and

last day of term
 (1.30pm

 finish)

6th - Back to school

13th - Year 6 SATs

m
eeting

3rd-10th - Children’s M
ental

Health W
eek

7th - NSPCC Num
ber Day

17th-21st - Half Term

W
om

en’s History M
onth

4th - Open afternoon/learning

together

6th - W
orld Book Day

12th - Outdoor Learning Day

14th & 15th - Holi

21st - W
orld Poetry Day

24th-28th - Parent M
eetings

4th - Last day of term

(1.30pm
 finish)

22nd - Back to School 

12th - Year 6 SATs w
eek

19th - Year 5/6 London Trip

(proposed date)

2nd - M
ultiplication Check w

eek

6th - INSET day

9th - Phonics Screening Check

period begins

19th - Outdoor learning day

23rd - Year 1-4 residential

w
eek (proposed dates)

4th - Sports’ Day and fete

14th - Reports out

15th - Year 6 Leavers’

Service

18th - Last day (1.30pm

finish)!



Autum
n W

inter
2024-25: 
9/9, 30/9, 21/10,
11/11, 2/12,
23/12, 13/1, 3/2

Hot Pasta
topped w

ith
Hom

em
ade

Tom
ato Sauce & 
Cheese

Classic
Cottage 

Pie

Chicken and 
Sw

eetcorn
Cobbler

Battered Fish 
and Chips

Cheesy Tom
ato

Pizza M
uffi

ns 

Roast Pork,
Roast Potatoes

and Gravy

BBQ and
Sw

eetcorn
Pizza Slice 

W
inter 

Vegetable 
Crum

ble

Cheese and
Tom

ato Toasted
W

rap w
ith Chips

Roasted Sw
eet

Potato Pastry Roll 
and M

ash
 Peas

M
ixed

Greens

Baked
Beans 

W
holegrain

Pasta Salad and
Green salad 

Herby Diced 
Potato and 

Carrots

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or 
Tuna M

ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Anzac 
Biscuits

Raspberry 
Coconut Jelly

Fresh Fruit 
Salad

Toff
ee Apple

Sponge and 
Custard

Chocolate 
Sprinkle Iced 

Cake

W
eek 2

T1

Cauliflow
er Cheese,

Crispy Onion Topping 
& Roast Potatoes

(You don’t have to have 
the onions)!






