
Please check the key dates below
for upcoming events.  New dates
may be added across the term so

please check our lines of
communication when notified.

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2025!

We have started 2025 in brilliant fashion and it is already primed to be
an action-packed year!

As we do at the beginning of every Spring Term, we have kicked off
the year with our whole school writing project.  This year we are
focussing on the book ‘The Tin Forest’.  Each class devises a scheme of
work based upon the same text, producing some stunning pieces of
writing and art work along the way.  It is great to see all of the
children link their learning and compare what their school-mates in
different classes are doing based around the same book.  It has
created a real buzz around the school and we look forward to sharing
the outcomes of this project with you.
Penberth have started their next round of Forest School sessions; we
had a great time on Wednesday when we used the book ‘Stick Man’ as
inspiration to create our own stick people.  
In PE this week, entwining within our PE curriculum, we had a real
focus on working collaboratively and the importance of teamwork - as
you can see from the pictures below.  We thought about how we can
achieve more by working together and within a strong team you need
people to do various, and different, jobs.

By the time our next newsletter comes out, our Year 5s and 6s
would’ve returned from their London Residential.  I’d like to thank the
staff supervising this trip for all they’ve done in the build-up to it as
well as their great work whilst on it. They have given up their own
personal time in planning the trip and carrying it out, volunteering
their own time for our children.  It is another example of the lengths
our staff go to in order to provide these fantastic opportunities for
our children - we are a small team here which makes their efforts even
more amazing and this sort of experience is priceless for our children.  
Residential experiences provide so many opportunities in character
growth for our children; by visiting the capital it really broadens their
horizons and gives them more cultural understanding of the world.  I
am sure that they can’t wait to tell you about everything that they will
do. We have got a great trip planned with museum visits, Tower Bridge
Tours, Houses of Parliament Tours, watching The Lion King on the West
End, a tour of Wembley Stadium and even snowboarding at the Snow
Dome in Hemel Hempsted!

We are still seeing an increased amount of unauthorised absences and
leave of absence forms being submitted to the school.  Please
remember that ten of these sessions (5 days) in any ten week period
can lead to penalty notices. Unauthorised absences can include ‘lates’
and if it is suspected that a child who is reported ill on days in addition
to the dates submitted on leave of absence forms is not actually ill.  To
support parents with holidays, we have considered when we place our
INSET days next year, please look out for a letter next week with this
information.

Our Friends of School have organised an ‘unwanted Christmas gift’
collection. If you are able to donate anything, please do so to the
office area at drop off times only - thank you.

Best wishes
Mr McDonald and all at St Buryan Academy
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Key Dates
Please check the school calendar through
our website regularly - more dates will
be added as the term goes on
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Start of 2025
Spotlight on 2024

Menus
Yearly Dates

What parents need to know about TikTok
and JusTalk

INSET DAYS 24/25
Sept 3rd and 4th 2024

June 6th 2025
July 21st, 22nd, 23rd 2025

Ella gets her hair done at the
Careers Fair we visited - more
photos from this trip below!





End of Key Stage 2
(Year 6)
Reading - 100%
Maths - 100%
Grammar, punctuation and
spelling - 100%
Writing - 86%

Reading, Writing, Maths
combined - 86%

Spotlight on 2024
Overview
We are delighted to inform you that our

2024 End of Key Stage data was in the

top 3 schools within Cornwall, with our

average reading score being the highest

in Cornwall.  This, along with our data

across the school, evidences the high

quality education our children at St

Buryan receive - alongside all of the

wider opportunities we provide them.

Our outcomes

How you can support your
child’s learning:

Take an interest, ask about the favourite thing they

learnt that day and similar questions, not just:

“What did you do today?”
Make sure that they read! Listen to them, share

books with them and read to them too - even

when they’re older!
Visit our ‘useful pages’ or each class page for tips

and websites/apps to use to support learning.

Don’t underestimate the importance of well-

being: connect with people, be physically

active, learn new skills, give to others, pay

attention to the present (mindfulness).

End of Key Stage 2
(Year 6)
All data above national
averages with R,W,M
combined within the top 3
in Cornwall.
Average reading scores
placed top in the county
(111).

Early Years Foundation
Stage
71.4% of children achieved a
Good Level of Development
(GLD) in their Early Learning
Goals (ELGs).

This is above the national
average of 67.7%.

44.4% of children achieved
100% in the Year 4
Multiplication Check.
This is 9% above the
National Average of 34.4%.

Year 4 Multiplication
Check

71.4% of Year 1s achieved
the expected standard in
the Year 1 PSC.  This is an
improved outcome from
our 2022/23 scores.

Year 1 Phonics
Screening Check

Attendance Overview
Our whole school
attendance for 2023/24
was 94.8%
This is above the national of
94.5%
Our statutory attendance
for children of school age
was 95% 

View some of our other curriculum successes on the next page.



Physical Education is a key part of our development; it helps create healthy children both
physically and mentally.  Here are some of our successes in the area from the last 12
months:
-Gold Award in School Games for the third consecutive year.
-100% of Upper KS2 children represented the school at a sporting event with 86% doing so in at least three
different sports.
-15 children won endurance medals for Penwith Cross Country with 53% of KS2 children taking part.
-4 children reached the Cross Country County Finals.
-In football, our mixed team reached the Cornwall County Small Schools Finals.
-Our rugby team qualified for the Cornwall County School Games finals
-All of Year 5 achieved their Bikeability accreditation
-All of Year 6 achieved the national expectation for swimming (25meters)

At St Buryan we truly believe that a positive well-being is at the core of everything and is central in supporting all other aspects of school life.  This is
why we prioritise it through a wide-range of opportunities.  Whether it be through Forest School sessions, celebrating World Mental Health Days or
embedding it into our daily teaching and learning; ensuring that we support our children’s well-being is key.
Recently we have ensured staff members complete well-being training, we work with Cornwall Mental Health Service Team weekly to put on workshops
and have recently worked alongside mental health charities such as Man Down Cornwall, Your Voice Cornwall and 
Samaritans to hold a well-being workshop day - the first of its kind in a Cornish primary school!

Sporting Success

Spotlight on 2024
Wider curriculum offer
We believe that in order for children to achieve well in their core learning, it is vital that

they have the opportunity to achieve in all areas of the curriculum in order to enhance

the four key concepts threaded through our learning: creativity, confidence,

collaboration and independence.  This enable our children to believe that they can,

achieve what they set out to and aspire for greater things.

Well-being

Community, trips and residential experiences

Want to know more?

It is our aim to support our learning in school by creating enriching, purposeful learning experiences out of school in order to
support learning and bring it to life.  Throughout the year we have visited a wealth of places to enhance learning; whether it be
trips that run alongside work in the classroom like museum visits and more, trips as part of our wider-curriculum like
workshops at The Minack, to trips for special treats like the cinema or shows, to our memorable overnight residential
experiences such as our sleepovers, camps, London trips and weeklong stay on the Isles of Scilly - we are always looking at
how we can use these experiences to create even more opportunities for our children.
We have also increased our community work in the last year and have seen partnerships blossom with Buryan-in-Bloom,
Friendship Clubs, the church, Parish Council and other groups within our community.

Have a look at our school prospectus: https://publuu.com/flip-book/364366/831193/page/1

Scan me for more information

https://publuu.com/flip-book/364366/831193/page/1
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O
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N
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M
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D
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K
ey Inform

ation

keydates
K

ey contacts
M

r. Josh M
cDonald

Head of School

Designated Safeguarding Lead

head@
stburyanacadem

y.org

M
rs. Care

Business and Adm
inistration

Parent Liasion Officer

secretary@
stburyanacadem

y.org

M
rs. Joanna Kw

iatkow
ska

SENCo

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

joannak@
stburyanacadem

y.org

All other contacts are available on our w
ebsite

Please note that dates are subject to

change and m
ore m

ay be added across

the course of the year.

PE every Tuesday

Sw
im

m
ing every Thursday m

orning
(children m

ay com
e to school in PE kits these days) 

5th - First Day back!

20th - Fitness Day

25th - Outdoor Learning

Day

Black History M
onth

4th - W
orld Anim

al Day

9th - Stay Safe W
orkshop

10th - W
orld M

ental Health Day

21st-25th - Parent M
eetings

22nd - Healthy Cornw
all W

orkshops

28th-1st Nov Half Term

29th-3rd Nov - Diw
ali

Diw
ali

11th - Arm
istice Day

13th-17th Anti Bullying W
eek

14th - Open

Afternoon/Learning

together

16th - Christm
as perform

ances

dress rehearsal

17th - Christm
as Dinner

18th - M
orning Christm

as Show

19th - Evening Christm
as Show

20th - Christm
as Paryy and

last day of term
 (1.30pm

 finish)

6th - Back to school

13th - Year 6 SATs

m
eeting

3rd-10th - Children’s M
ental

Health W
eek

7th - NSPCC Num
ber Day

17th-21st - Half Term

W
om

en’s History M
onth

4th - Open afternoon/learning

together

6th - W
orld Book Day

12th - Outdoor Learning Day

14th & 15th - Holi

21st - W
orld Poetry Day

24th-28th - Parent M
eetings

4th - Last day of term

(1.30pm
 finish)

22nd - Back to School 

12th - Year 6 SATs w
eek

19th - Year 5/6 London Trip

(proposed date)

2nd - M
ultiplication Check w

eek

6th - INSET day

9th - Phonics Screening Check

period begins

19th - Outdoor learning day

23rd - Year 1-4 residential

w
eek (proposed dates)

4th - Sports’ Day and fete

14th - Reports out

15th - Year 6 Leavers’

Service

18th - Last day (1.30pm

finish)!







Autum
n W

inter
2024-25: 
2/9, 23/9, 14/10,
4/11, 25/11,
16/12, 6/1, 27/1

Hot Pasta
topped w

ith
Hom

em
ade

Tom
ato Sauce 

and Cheese

Lasagne 

BBQ Cheesy
Chicken

M
argherita 

Pizza
Slice and W

edges

Roast Gam
m

on,
Roast Potatoes
and Gravy

Golden Fish
Fingers or

Salm
on Fingers

and Chips

Butterbean
Ratatouille 

Quorn Sausage,
Roast Potatoes 

and Gravy

Veggie Burger and
Chips 

Veggie Pepper and
Sw

eetcorn Pizza 
Slice w

ith W
edges

Vegetable Lasagne 

Baked
Beans 

Sw
eetcorn

Green Beans 

Peas and Carrots

Apple Slaw
 and

W
holegrain 

Rice

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or 
Tuna M

ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Jam
m

y
Thum

bprint 
Biscuits

Forest Fruits 
Jelly Pots

Sw
eet Potato 

Brow
nie

Toff
ee Frozen 

Yoghurt

Cookie Dough
Apple 

Crum
ble

W
eek 1

T1



Autum
n W

inter
2024-25: 
9/9, 30/9, 21/10,
11/11, 2/12,
23/12, 13/1, 3/2

Hot Pasta
topped w

ith
Hom

em
ade

Tom
ato Sauce & 
Cheese

Classic
Cottage 

Pie

Chicken and 
Sw

eetcorn
Cobbler

Battered Fish 
and Chips

Cheesy Tom
ato

Pizza M
uffi

ns 

Roast Pork,
Roast Potatoes

and Gravy

BBQ and
Sw

eetcorn
Pizza Slice 

W
inter 

Vegetable 
Crum

ble

Cheese and
Tom

ato Toasted
W

rap w
ith Chips

Roasted Sw
eet

Potato Pastry Roll 
and M

ash
 Peas

M
ixed

Greens

Baked
Beans 

W
holegrain

Pasta Salad and
Green salad 

Herby Diced 
Potato and 

Carrots

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or 
Tuna M

ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Anzac 
Biscuits

Raspberry 
Coconut Jelly

Fresh Fruit 
Salad

Toff
ee Apple

Sponge and 
Custard

Chocolate 
Sprinkle Iced 

Cake

W
eek 2

T1

Cauliflow
er Cheese,

Crispy Onion Topping 
& Roast Potatoes

(You don’t have to have 
the onions)!



Autum
n W

inter
2024-25: 
16/9, 7/10,
28/10, 18/11,
9/12, 30/12,
20/1, 10/2

Hot Pasta
topped w

ith
Hom

em
ade

Tom
ato Sauce & 
Cheese

Golden Fish
Fingers 

and Chips

Sausage 
Casserole and

M
ash

Am
erican Style

M
ac & Cheese 

Roast Chicken,
Stuffi

ng,
Roast Potatoes

and Gravy

M
eatballs in 

Tom
ato Sauce w

ith 
Rice 

Vegetable Pot
Pie

and M
ash 

Carrot and
Stuffi

ng Pastry 
Plait

M
ild Veggie Bean 
Chilli Loaded 
W

edges w
ith 

Cheese

Vegetable Fingers
and Chips 

Veggie W
holegrain 

Pasta Bolognese

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or 
Tuna M

ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

Beans,
Cheese or

Tuna M
ayo

M
arble 

Cake

Apple, 
Cinnam

on 
Raisin 

Flapjacks

Orange and 
M

ango Jelly

Gingerbread
Cookies 

Banana Bread 
M

uffi
ns

W
eek 3

T1

Carrots

Baked
Beans 

Broccoli

Peas and 
Sw

eetcorn

Roast Root
Veggies


